'Scirrhous' type hepatocellular carcinomas: a special reference to expression of cytokeratin 7 and hepatocyte paraffin 1.
'Scirrhous' hepatocellular carcinoma (scirrhous HCC) is extremely rare and its characteristics remain unclear. We investigated the clinicopathological and immunohistochemical features of scirrhous HCC, compared with those of ordinary hepatocellular carcinoma (ordinary HCC). We compared the clinicopathological and immunohistochemical features of 20 resected cases of scirrhous HCC with those of 69 resected cases of ordinary HCC. Scirrhous HCC was characterized by its gross and histological findings, such as a higher proportion of contiguous multinodular type tumours, the absence of a complete fibrous capsule around the tumour, the absence of tumour necrosis and highly preserved portal tracts in the tumour. The immunohistochemical results revealed a significantly higher expression of cytokeratin 7 and a significantly lower expression of hepatocyte paraffin 1 in scirrhous HCC than in ordinary HCC (P<0.0001, respectively). There were no significant differences in proliferative activity and survival curves between the patients with scirrhous HCC and those with ordinary HCC. Scirrhous HCC has several particular gross, histological and immunohistochemical features. In particular, we would like to emphasize the greater immunohistochemical expression of cytokeratin 7 and lower expression of hepatocyte paraffin 1 in scirrhous HCC than in ordinary HCC.